
DISTRICT OFFICE:
15129 Main Street, Suite 201-E
Mill Creek, WA 98012 
(425) 225-5584

DISTRICT OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Wednesday: 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Fridays: closed

CAPITOL OFFICE: 
466 John L. O’Brien Building 
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
(360) 786-7892

EMAIL: 
mark.harmsworth@leg.wa.gov

TOLL-FREE LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE: 
(800) 562-6000

VISIT MY WEBSITE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION AND SIGN UP FOR 
MY EMAIL UPDATES: 
representativemarkharmsworth.com

HOW TO STAY CONNECTED:
• leg.wa.gov
• tvw.org
• fiscal.wa.gov

COMMITTEES:
• Transportation 

Assistant Ranking Member
• Technology and  

Economic Development
• Rules
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Helpful links you can access  
through your computer, smart phone or tablet

RepresentativeMarkHarmsworth.com | Here you will find my contact information, bio, news 
releases, email updates, videos, opinion pieces, bills and other information.

Leg.wa.gov | You can find bill reports, committee agendas and information about upcoming activities in 
the Legislature here.

TVW.org | The state’s own version of C-SPAN, TVW broadcasts floor and committee action live online.

Fiscal.wa.gov | Interactive fiscal reports, project maps, budget bills and documents.

Legislative Hotline | (800) 562-6000

Working hard for you!
Please remember, while the Legislature only meets a few months each year, I am your state representative 
year-round. Please feel free to call or email me if you need assistance with state government, or have 
comments or concerns about legislation. 
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The 2018 session was a mixed bag of good and not so good results. The good 
news is for the first time in years, the Legislature successfully passed the 
supplemental operating, transportation and capital budgets and adjourned the 
60-day session on time.

Some of the wins this session include increased funding for our mental health 
institutions and housing. We also managed to stop the capital gains income tax and 
carbon tax bills from passing, which would have hurt all of us in the pocketbook.

Despite some wins, we failed to pass a K-12 school safety measure and some 
key cost of living increases for our retired teachers. Also, while we passed some 
property tax relief, it was delayed until 2019 and it wasn’t enough. Unfortunately, 
none of the measures aimed at providing meaningful tax relief to property owners in 
2018 made it through the legislative process.

This newsletter provides a quick glimpse of major issues during the 2018 session. 
As always, I welcome your thoughts and comments. As your state representative, 
I am committed to making government more accessible and accountable to you. 
Please contact my office any time.

Thank you for allowing me serve you in Olympia. 

Sincerely,

Mark Harmsworth
State Representative • 44th Legislative District



Transportation

When Sound Transit originally proposed ST3, they sought $15 
billion for the mass transit expansion. It quickly ballooned to 
$54 billion. Many residents have had sticker shock and I’ve 
been working on some real relief legislation, as have other law 
makers. None of the measures were approved. 

For the drivers on I-405, I continued to fight to remove the 
tolls. Despite strong support, the changes fell one vote short of 
removing the toll lanes. Upcoming is a proposal to toll the US2 
trestle up to $6 each way, which I opposed. There are other 
ways to replace the aging bridge which don’t require a toll. I’ll 
be working with local and state leaders to replace the trestle 
without a toll. 

Property tax 
relief
This year, I supported a bill that 
would have provided property 
owners who already paid all or a 
portion of their property taxes this 
year, with a refund. 

Unfortunately, none of the measures 
aimed at providing meaningful tax 
relief to property owners in 2018 
made it through the legislative 
process. Instead, the approved 
budget gives just 30 cents for every 
$1,000 of assessed value in tax 
relief, for one year only (2019). 

For the average $300,000 home, that 
is approximately $90 in savings.

2018 supplemental operating budget
The 2018 supplemental operating budget increases state spending by $1.2 billion in the 2017-19 biennium, and another $600 million in the 2019-21 
biennium. It also funds K-12 salary increases in the 2018-19 school year. This is a nearly 16 percent increase from the time the 2015-17 operating 
budget was enacted. 

With all this additional tax 
being collected, why are  
some lawmakers asking 
for more?
In February, the Washington State Economic and 
Revenue Forecast Council reported the General 
Fund-State (GF-S) had increased by $1.2 billion for 
the 2017-19 budget cycle and by $1.1 billion for the 
2019-21 budget cycle.

There are several reasons for the additional tax income, 
including the booming economy. We also got a financial 
boost with the new federal tax law that allows people 
to keep more of their hard-earned money. With all this 
additional tax being collected, why are some lawmakers 
asking for more? Instead of more spending, we should 
find ways to return money back to taxpayers’ pockets.

Funding for the Snohomish and Lake Stevens food banks
This session, I secured funding in the 
supplemental capital budget for the 
Snohomish and Lake Stevens food banks. 
The $29,000 allocation in the capital budget 
for the Snohomish Food Bank will purchase  
a new freezer. This will allow it to continue 

serving low-income individuals and families 
in the community for many years to come. 
The Lake Stevens Food Bank also received 
funding to help construct a permanent facility. 
The Lake Stevens Food Bank has been 
actively raising funds for a joint multi-use 

community services building with the Family 
Center and Veterans Commission. The new 
construction is a great example of local and 
state efforts combining efforts to help people 
in need.

School safety
School safety is a concern to many of us. Our children need a safe 
environment to learn and thrive. That’s why I supported an amendment 
to provide $30 million for additional school resource officers (SROs) 
in Washington’s K-12 public schools this year. Unfortunately, the 
amendment was not approved. 

Increasing the number of SROs on school campuses will greatly enhance 
school safety and help protect students, teachers and administrators. 
$30 million is a small allocation for this community based approach to 
preventing school violence.

Ammendment to provide cost-of-living 
increase for retired teachers fails
Retired teachers are long overdue for a cost of living adjustment (COLA). 
Many of them are 65 years or older. Their cost-of-living is going up, 
but not their pensions. An amendment to provide a one-time 3 percent 
COLA increase for retired teachers was not approved this session. 

This is unacceptable in the light of new revenue coming into our state. 
Social Security, retired military and many others get these adjustments. 
We need to do better for our retired teachers.
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No carbon tax
The carbon tax and its related burdens 
on households and commercial 
businesses was defeated during the 
final weeks of session. For individuals 

and families who would have paid for this tax at the gas pump 
and in electricity hikes from heating their homes, this is a big win.

No capital gains tax
Even with more revenue coming to the state, some lawmakers still 
have not lost their appetite for more taxes.  Another proposal to tax 
income through implementing a capital gains tax was proposed and 
defeated this session. 

Open government
Although the Legislative Public 
Records Act, Senate Bill 6617, passed 
the Senate and House with strong 
bipartisan support, I was one of only a 

handful of “no” votes. Hurried through 
the process, the bill’s passage made 

headlines across the state. My vote against 
the measure was because the policy was flawed and the 

process did not meet the public’s rightful expectation of a 
fair and open debate. 

For many years, the Legislature quietly exempted itself from 
public disclosure laws that apply to other state agencies. This 

is an important public policy topic. I have long been a champion 
of open government and believe the Legislature should be subject 

to the same rules as other government agencies.

Wins in the 2018 session
  2018 operating, capital and 
transportation budgets approved;
  Solution for Hirst signed into law;

  Capital gains income tax defeated;

  Carbon tax defeated;

  New investments made to improve 
our mental health facilities; and

  Steps taken to address our state’s 
opioid crisis.

MORE TO BE DONE
 No real property tax relief in 2018;  

  Amendment providing $30 million 
in funding to place school resource 
officers at every K-12 public school to 
help protect students defeated; and

  Amendment providing retired teachers 
a 3 percent COLA increase defeated.


